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Kom&rom Railroad Bridge

2. "Phe reconstruction of the rasilroad brldge acrogs the Danube River at Kon‘rom is
scheduled for completion 1 November 53. This bridge, which links the Hungarian
and Czechoslovakian parts of the town, was destroyed during World War II.

3. "The bridge is congtructed on two pillars. The main ‘arcade! of the bridge was ‘
completed 20 June 53. The links between the main body of the bridge and the shore
approaches are not finished. The bridge uses elevators manufactured by the Jozsef
Attila and Georghiu Dej factories in Budap2st.

y, “The work is beilng done by Hungarian and Czech labor brigades. They are engaged
in shocke~working competiticn under the direction of Communist bosses.

(a) The construction on the Hungarian side ic being done by the 7 honve’d
munkaszoigé.latos ':.stzb?)_lj == the Tth Workin, Battalion «- of the
Hungarian Army, under the command cf lst Lt IstVvan Dagi. This is a
punitive unit.to which soldiers have been sentenced for ‘'political
unreliability', 'hourgeois class origin' or 'antieCommunigt conduct?,
The battalion is billeted in the casemates of the fortrese of Monostor.
The fortress 48 built on a site that is open to Danube floods. It is
ter~ibly damp, and tlic battalionemembers are always getting sick, Yet
Lt. Boni hes forbidden them to report sick and get off from voik. He
has slso cancelled deily sicknecgereport medical visits; these must be
limited to every three days. The local dector, wno is in charge of the
medical care of the batntalion, must cbserve thly order,

(vb) The construction on the Czechcslovakian side is being done by internees
from the Sudetenland area of' Czechoslovelin. They have been told thnat
if the bridge project i: inished 1 Hovember 53 as scheduled, they will I
be released and allow=d .. settle wherever they want in Czechoslovakia, ‘

\
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“®o safety measvres have besa teken 4o protecs the workers. In one accldent nine
Czechs and thres Hungarisns fell in*o the Darnobz and were drowned in the whirlpools
(wirbeln). Boats now pat=oml th: bridge ares resdy *o pick up any workers who fall
1uto the water.

l

Budapest - Miskolc Ralirouad Line

"The elelctrirication of the Budnpest = Migkolc rallroad linc iz scheduled for come
pletion }at the end of 195K, Mog% of the wires (cberleitung) and transformer stations
were rin“iahed in 1952, The Hat = Fuzegabony eector of the line could, however,

be pupplied with the concrede Lowexs for the wire sysitem because the Kiskune
sdlegyhaza Konny: Vasezerkezetek Gyfza (facSory for light iron work) proved wiatle

sh the 1ron traverpes a8 echeaulsd until 1 May 53, Foundation work on the

transformer stationr for the Fuzessbony - Nyeklaidhaza gector is in full swing. The
tranaforgbr staticns cof the Hatvan o P\ﬁesabcny pector are ready but have not yet
been equ;.y;ped with transformexre; the Ganz factory delayed shipment of the transs

formers pmt were on oxrder because 14 was suddenly oxdered ¢¢ dbulld at shockework
tempo a gererator symtem for Rumania.

ALY ‘bhe{ work on thip maiiroad electrification proJject 1s being done by akilled
exports. They are billsted in railrosd cars which are stationed on sidings of
the larger staticns of the line., They complain that the coxs are 2all of dugs
and fleag lef% by Soviet troops who had previcusly been billeted in the same cars
and had left without disinfecting thex. (Thege Soviet troops allegoedly have or
are constructing verccket launching installations at the Hajmdokér shooting range.
This range existed prior to 1945.)

"The el'Ltrs.tica.tion wozkers alro complain,thad, deppite thoir ocontract, they are
0ot allowed to visit thelx families in Budapest on veekends. They must of'ten work
Satwday aftormoons and Sundays. Some repori that thair famillies have been ovicted
from their Budapest apostmeonts, and even depoxved from the city, on the ground that
fthe head of the household ie parmanently abaent froa Budapest's The families afe
fected are alwopst cxclusively those of workers who had velonged to the bouxrgeols
clans. Pﬂnn the workern wnoss familiecs have been dsported finish their Jobs, the
Munkaero Gazdalkodasi Hivatal (Manpowsr Adminisiration) forbids them to Join their
etl, Y muns 1ive in Budapent in barracks for ‘unmarzied workers®. In this

‘way 'nonL-proletariun worksze? are broughit under campleis Stata control and scparated

from their familien.

Sztalinvaron = Retpzilas Rairircad Line

"Mhe railroad line besween Szialinvefos and Rétpzilas ie
open $o0 traffic decauce tuws visducis remain to be bullt
[ | These visducte are of concrete cons

»
120 metc“z'a long. They have twc sxches (bogen). Ome is 30 meters high. The other
is 4 meters high. The main purpoge of this line ie to provide e direct line bee
tween the coal mining semtew o Pefs and the huge industrial center cf Sziwlinvafos.

"Special switch nougee (wechselezentraiern) have been buili, One 1s in the station
of BarcesMehesmajor. Tne gwitch mechaniems in these houses were built by CGdudal
MeFomeiigzer=d Gydrs (she Obuds Factory for Pre:ision Insiruments). They pToO
defective ot the BarceeMfnesmajor station. O= 30 April 53 a werkers! train cadering
the station 2raghed in%> a halied (8tehend) train that was being used for earthe
woving works. Many cagusltisze SteurTed; the 3eath toll was eever. The news of

the accident wng kept pesret. Even the Hungarian State Railway (MAY) employees who
new o:bo:m; it preferzed %o ghut up for security rrasons. Laszlo Idranyi, the chief
engineex who designed *he ewitsh kouse, wae sentenced to death by an emergency court.
Actually he wap inascen® hecause the plane £ whizh he wWag verrongible were ime
peccable, The conpiruction work, for which he wus nnt regponsidle, must have been
faultyo. | It 1g rumored that Tdrinyi's sentance har besn converted o life imprisone

ment.”

o end -
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